
Ratepayer Gathering Notes

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 The B.S. Library

In attendance: Tom Beltran, Jim Engelke, Ralph Batie, Lee Scharf, Ray Shindler

These notes consist of reflections on the gathering and, most probably, an incomplete 
recollection of the issues discussed, some matters that occurred to me after the gathering, but all 
with a focus on our ultimate goals: First: Ratepayer statements, to be submitted to the GSA 
during the Review Period, concerning our view as to how the GSP should incorporate our 
particular concerns  Second: Our ongoing efforts to ensure the implementation of these 
four objectives once the GSP process begins.

Following are our four main concerns, beliefs, objectives: 

 We believe that BWD/Ratepayers should be allocated an initial minimum of 1700 AFY 
 We believe that the 20-year implementation period set out under SGMA should be 

significantly shortened
 We believe that water quality is an essential concern, it should be addressed immediately,

and if/when water quality issues are determined, the parties responsible are held to 
account for any remediation that might be necessary

 We believe that the GDEs (Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems) must be considered in 
the overall water allocation calculus

Future scheduled meetings:

Thursday, March 14      5-6:00 pm         The American Legion        Shortening 
implementation period

Wednesday, March 20  5-6:00 pm         The Library                        Water quality 
concerns

Wednesday, March 27  4:30 - 5:30 pm  Rams Hill Restaurant     Provisions made to 
protect GDEs

Wednesday, April 3       5-6:00 pm          The Library                 

Wednesday, April 10     5-6:00 pm          The Library                 

Wednesday, April 17     5-6:00 pm          The Library                 

Wednesday, April 24     5-6:00 pm          The Library           

There was no need to introduce SGMA or the GSP as all present had a pretty good idea 
of the process, general information, history and goals. 

We talked a little about the upcoming months as we move towards GSP approval. The 
GSP will be available on March 15, on the BWD website -  http://www.bvgsp.org/ - and in
hard copy form at the B.S. Library. Following will be a 60-day public review period 
during which time the public is encouraged to comment in written form to the GSA. 
There will be a series of meetings, but their timing is unclear to me – I will be speaking 

http://www.bvgsp.org/


with Geoff Poole soon and will have that information during our next gathering on March
14 at the American Legion.

During my upcoming conversation with Geoff Poole I will also be trying to figure out 
how/in what form the AC will continue functioning. Just found out at the Annual 
Ratepayer Meeting that when the AC was created, it was also slated to conclude its 
functions once the GSP is approved, which should come in mid-May. Hope to have more 
info for you for our next meeting.

Tom Beltran brought up the concept that if allocating 1700 AFY to BWD/ratepayers is 
shown to be more beneficial to the environment over other uses, such as ag or 
recreation, it would take priority. (Not sure I'm expressing this as clearly as I should, but
you get the idea.)

Lee Scharf again brought up the idea of communicating with the folks in ag so as to try 
to establish some sort of dialog. In the sense that this process is not, or should not be 
an adversarial one, I think we can agree. The issue, of course, is that the discussion has 
been polarized for many years. Practically, any polarization is unnecessary: SGMA, 
under the GSP, has set out what the water reduction must amount to for the B.S. Basin. 
It's the allocation of the reductions that is problematical, and on what basis these 
decisions are to be made.

Also, I've attached a letter sent by an attorney – Tom Bunn – to the AC on October 24, 
2017 in response to an Agenda Paper issued by ag, which concludes by stating  that "a 
reasonable approach would be to allocate the Water District its historical use, 
and allocate the remainder of the safe yield to overlying users, without any 
compensation to those users. This approach would be consistent with SGMA and
California water rights law." 

It's three pages long and outlines the thorny matter of prescriptive and appropriative 
rights, which is at the heart of this issue.

Gretchen G., during a previous meeting, raised the matter of writing letters to our 
government representatives. We'll get together at some point to work on a letter-writing
campaign.

Our District 5 Supervisor is Jim Desmond: mailto:Jim.Desmond@sdcounty.ca.gov

And his website is: http://www.supervisorjimdesmond.com/

Phone: 619-531-5555

Senator Kamala Harris

https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact

Phone: 202-224-3553

Senator Dianne Feinstein

https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me

Phone: 202-224-3841

Brian Jones 38th Senate District

https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-jones-bb3365b
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Randy Voepel, 71st Assembly District

https://ad71.asmrc.org/

Duncan Hunter, 50th Congressional District

https://hunter.house.gov/

Hugh also raised an interesting and compelling idea to add to our narrative in support of
the 1700AFY. We have so far argued that an important factor in the way we have 
handled our water usage is the fact that we have for a number of years now sought 
ways to be better stewards of our water by finding ways to reduce our personal use. Our
intention is to continue to do so. We are now using 1700AFY, we can probably use less 
over time as we continue to find ways to do so. This will be part of our narrative: it 
reflects our beliefs and our practices as well.

Please go to the BWD website (http://www.bvgsp.org/), click on the Ratepayer Gathering
tab, and access schedules and notes from each gathering.

Please follow upcoming issues of the Borrego Sun. We will be featured in various ways. 
Your concerns will now be a regular part of our local paper.

Thanks again for your involvement. Come to our meetings. Voice your concerns. Help us
further clarify and draft our objectives. Bring a friend to the next gathering.
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