
Letter-writing kickoff meeting. Thursday, April 18 – Joanne Sims' home

In attendance: Joanne Sims, Marsha Boring, Linda Roller, Ralph Batie, Gary Edwards, 
Gary Haldeman

Today's goal was to devise a plan/strategy to begin our letter-writing efforts. The first letter we 
would like to get in the mail is one to Jim Desmond, our County Supervisor, who will hold a 
community meeting at the library on Tuesday, May 7 at 10:00 am.

So, in order to facilitate this effort, below you will find four sample letters that might help you 
decide how/what you'd like to say. If you want to use one of these as your own, please do so: just
copy and paste what you want and mail the letter to: 

Mr. Jim Desmond, County Supervisor
1600 Pacific Highway, Rm. 335
San Diego, CA 92101

**** Please post your letter asap … my apologies for the short notice.

Our hope is that he will receive many letters and will be well prepared to hear from us on that 
Tuesday. Please put this date on your calendar as well; we need Mr. Desmond as a friend; it is 
the Board of Supervisors who will play an important role in the GSP approval process.

Sample letter a).-

At one time, many decades ago, it was believed that Borrego Springs had an unlimited water
supply. With that false belief and extensive advertising came numerous agricultural farms, golf
courses and, of course, residents to Borrego Springs.
Through modern day monitoring and measuring, unfortunately, we have determined the
Borrego Springs ground water supply has dropped drastically and alarmingly the past 30 years.
Although the residents use 10% of the water supply, agriculture uses 70% and golf courses
use 20%.
The resident/ratepayers have buckled down and reduced their use over the last 10 years from
2400 acre feet/year to 1700 acre feet/year and in the process have seen their water bills
increase three times! Distressingly, agriculture has not significantly reduced their water usage
nor have the golf courses.
Change is hard but we must all work together as a community to save the town of Borrego
Springs. As a ratepayer representative for the Groundwater Sustainability Plan we’ve drafted
under SGMA, a plan currently under public review, I’d like to briefly outline what we wish to 
see
implemented in our process towards water sustainability:
-We, the ratepayers, believe that the burden of all mandatory water reductions should
fall proportionately on all the pumpers in the valley. (Agriculture 70%, Golf courses, 20%,
Residents 10%)
-The 20-year implementation period is too long. Prolonging the inevitable will only
affect the quality of our water and the cost of its extraction. Water quality is paramount!
-The valley’s native flora and fauna communities have been severely affected as a



result of the long-term overdraft of the basin. In order to preserve the remaining ecosystems,
two things need to happen: first, there must be a set-aside for them (it is
estimated that 400 acre/feet per year is what they require today) and, second, the
implementation period must be drastically shortened.
Thank you for your consideration, Mr. Desmond. I look forward to meeting you when you come
to Borrego Springs on May 7th and to our having a public discussion regarding these critical
issues.

Sample letter b).-

I am writing in advance of your visit to our unique town of Borrego Springs. We have a problem 
that needs your immediate attention. It’s the water.

We are in dire need of a solution to our “critical overdraft” situation. You will learn quickly, if 
you don’t already know, that agriculture, specifically, the Farmers, are depleting our aquifer at an
unsustainable rate by irrigating their non-native citrus orchards. They consume over 70% of the 
aquifer. 

We, the ratepaying residents and businesses consume only 10%. Both residents and businesses 
have reduced consumption, in good faith, while the farmers have continued to install wider 
irrigation pipes and drill deeper down, thereby increasing their consumption. They are taking the 
amount that we have earnestly tried to preserve. 

Agriculture was established in Borrego Springs before the town. They own the rights to the 
water. The town has grown as the agriculture has grown. There are now more people than 
orchards. People are more important than grapefruits.

Borrego Springs is a dazzling gem in your district. We are a community of artists, 
anthropologists, archeologists, astronomers, paleontologists, naturalists, botanists, hikers, bikers, 
outdoor enthusiasts, all inspired by the endless wonder this desert provides.

Please consider deeply and act swiftly to find a solution to keep us from becoming a deserted 
dried up desert ghost town. There is too much to lose.

Sincere regards,

Sample letter c).-

Supervisor Desmond,

I am a year-round resident of Borrego Springs, and I really appreciate your interest in our small

community. I’m looking forward to meeting you when you are here on May 8th, and I would like

to tell you in advance about some of my main concerns for our town. Water, water, and water!

The Borrego Valley aquifer has been drastically over-drafted for many years. We must comply

with state law, the California Groundwater Sustainability Act, and produce a plan to come into

compliance by 2040. Current and historic water use in the basin has been as follows:

• Municipal pumpers (Borrego Water District) - 10%



• Recreational pumpers (Golf courses) - 20%

• Agricultural pumpers (Citrus, palm trees, herb and vegetable farms) - 70%

The current Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) seems to recommend an across the board

reduction of 74%, which would maintain the current distribution percentages. The residential

water use has already been cut from a reported historic high of 3500 acre feet/year to the

current level of 1700 acre feet/year, a cut of 50%. Our community has done this through the

conscious effort of removing fountains and swimming pools, grass and water intensive

landscaping, and converting to low-flow toilets.

The recreational and agricultural users have been slow or completely unwilling to make similar

reductions, continuing to deplete our aquifer. Clearly the major contributor to the aquifer

overdraft has been and continues to be agriculture. Although agriculture has been an important

part of our community, it is unreasonable to assume that farming should continue to use 70%

of the allocated water.

Therefore, we have identified some objectives that must be included in the implementation of

the Groundwater Sustainability Plan.

• The municipal allotment should be no less than the 1700 acre feet/year which is currently

being used by the BWD. This is our only source of drinking water, which should be a priority

for our community. This would allow for some limited growth of homes and businesses.

• We believe that sustainability should be achieved sooner than the mandated 20 year period.

The sooner we can become sustainable, the better chance we have to maintain the water

quality of our aquifer. This will also have a beneficial impact on some of the endangered

ecosystems in the basin.

I look forward to discussing these issues with you in May.


