
Hi Patrick and all of you in bcc,  

    Please read through. It is long, but it is an email so not that long. Some of it won't apply to 

some of you, but some will apply to all. If I offend anyone, it is not intentional. I am just making 

a point, and maybe could have said it better, but didn't. I could have taken the time to clean it 

up better and even broken it out into more than one email. I didn't. Time is short. Time is of the

essence and I didn't want to wait to get this to you until it was pretty enough. There will be 

typos, forgive. I do hope to hear from you soon with your thoughts, but more importantly I 

hope you take action. Action is what is needed.

    https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-sd-borrego-springs-20181124-story.html

    I venture you have all by now seen the above article that appeared in the UT, the LA Times 

and basically across So Cal. I know J. Harry Jones. He is not our enemy, he really likes Borrego. 

He is a good investigative journalist. Been around a long time. He has been spoon fed this info. 

All presented as fact. as the only solutions. There are no technical/expert countering voices, 

facts, data, peer reviewed and all that good stuff. No one who might be listened to with a 

different voice, different facts that stands up against the "facts" provided. No one provides 

countering facts, that actually counter. When J. Harry writes it like this, this is how the world 

now sees us. This is not his fault, this is ours, because we are allowing this narrative to continue 

and to become the Borrego reality. 

    J. Harry gave us a bone in this article in 2016 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/environment/sdut-borrego-water-aquifer-

sustainability-farming-2016may02-htmlstory.html. No one grabbed it. 

    He wrote, "For comparison’s sake, the city of Poway, home to nearly 50,000 people and 

hundreds of businesses, distributes a bit more than 4 billion gallons of water to its users 

annually. Borrego pumps 50 percent more water than that, even though its population is 

minute in comparison." 



    He lives in Poway, their water is piped in, their numbers would be pretty solid. They have 

their own reservoir. Check his data, so far no one stirring the "disaster" pot has said it is 

inaccurate. But why should they? They just ignore it and it goes away. Why shine a light on what

you don't want to become part of the narrative?

    Why aren't the people with a vested interest in having 8,000-10,000 people living here year 

round checking out his facts and getting the message out there loudly and consistently that we 

can easily have 8,000-10,000 people here if farming goes? If true,  there would be value in 

buying up a large portion of ag land to build neighborhoods or resorts or or. Developable land 

has value, but not in Borrego. Tank those property values!  Can't build here, no water! 

    Side note: Please, don't get me started on the floodplain. Read the FEMA reports and maps, 

recommendations, etc. This does not need to stand as is. Someone please get your people on 

this too. This is making it cost prohibitive to build. The new library went from $7 million to $13 

million because of where it was going to be built is in the floodplain.

    We have got to get serious about messaging for this community. The narrative that controls 

today is killing us. We are not running out of water.  But these UT/LA Times articles, and every 

other article that speaks of water in relation to Borrego over the last decade would lead one to 

believe we are!

    We may be heading for a disaster alright, a man made "economic" disaster designed to 

takeover the water and the land in this valley!

    The chamber puts out positive messaging about Borrego as do our partners, as do you 

individually revolving around your businesses. Together we have put Borrego on the map. It is 

not enough.  

    Would any normal person have any idea from the controlling narrative that we ARE NOT 

running out of water and everything else that makes a thriving community? Water crisis in 



Borrego Springs.  Borrego Springs is a tiny, severely disadvantaged community in the desert. 

Hear ye, Hear ye, disaster looms for Borrego Springs! Don't buy in Borrego Springs. Don't move 

to Borrego Springs. Don't build in Borrego Springs. Too costly to build in Borrego Springs. 

Everything has to be built on stilts in Borrego Springs. Not sure if can build in Borrego Springs. 

Tank those property values! 

    What positives can people get about the economic viability much less thrivability of a 

community with that narrative being pushed? 

    The narrative being pushed by those that benefit from the SGMA water takeover is killing this

town. Their message is clear and consistent: 

        Borrego Springs' water supply is in critical overdraft; farmers have used up Borrego's water,

golf has too; there is no hope for water coming here; farming has to go, golf too just not as 

soon; nope, development is not a good idea either, just not enough water; not even enough for 

the 3000 parcels, that are the only parcels entitled to water, should their owners chose to buy 

water credits to build (many have no plan to build, they hold buffer land around their 

homes)...so the rest of you just go away and stay away if have plans to stay.

        After all, it should have been the park's land anyway. Now, now, be reasonable, the park 

isn't going to pay what people want for their land. They want too much. Donate it, take your 

losses as a write off. Yeah, that's the win-win. Win for water district and park, they get to have 

your water and land. Win for the famers, resorts and developers...you get nice write offs. 

Really? Tank those property values! 

        And so lovely, since SGMA brought in access to special grants for underprivileged 

communities, Borrego Springs is now proudly being tooted to all that will listen as a severely 

disadvantaged community. Hey it is working, government and nonprofits are getting grant 

funds. Yay, $1/2 million to the water district because we are an SDAC. Tank those property 

values! 



        The Borrego Village Association received $50,000 from Wermers, $60,000 from county and

$40,000 from USDA because we are in a water crisis, farming and golf have to go, but that is 

okay because geotourism is going to save us. Borrego Valley Endowment fund has a new focus 

on granting funds to programs and nonprofits that are in line with their focus on geotourism, 

climate change, and generally saving our environment for the park because the park is our 

future. The Stewardship Council is still pushing its geotourism agenda. Tubb Canyon Desert 

Conservancy is all about saving our desert too as is ABF and ABDNHA. Ladies and gent it is all 

the same people!

    Borrego is in a hurt. We have a man made "economic" disaster on our hands alright...caused 

by words not a water shortage!

    Side question: The park is the town's watershed. Why does the town get no say in how the 

park manages the town's watershed? The town was here first. Just asking. Isn't there anything 

in these "drought" laws about watersheds, or was it all only about groundwater basins?

    Side question 2: Are you sure their models are right? Are they sure, or do they just like the 

answers the models give them?

    What Roger Ries, a local general contractor, said is correct at the latest community water 

meeting. What he said is in the article at the first link. Wish he hadn't said it in that meeting. 

But he is right.

    All of you should be joining together to fight back. If you don't, you lose.   

    I disagree with those that say the water district is doing their best that it is not their fault. I 

believe the water district and the park are focused on power, takeover and property 

devaluation... until they hold it all and reap the benefits of control, regulation and ownership. 



    There are very nice people in the water district and with the park, and they all say nice 

cushioning things.  I think most in control of and working for them believe they are only doing 

what is right.  But it all comes back to control over and regulation of resources and economic 

drivers. And both the water district and the park are showing their teeth with regard to Borrego

Springs.

    It is a takeover ladies and gents, plain and simple. Oh I have heard it lots, it is the state not 

the district, if the district and county don't act the state takes over. Yes the state does, but I 

have also witnessed, as have you, how the water district has done everything in its power to 

maximize this SGMA opportunity to their benefit. Do you remember the tried "Water 

Emergency"?! The water district is not your friend, and the new board members did not 

improve the picture one bit. 

    There are those that say what does the water board benefit, they are all volunteers (except 

maybe for nice medical benefits https://transparentcalifornia.com/salaries/2016/borrego-

water-district/)? What do the water district or park employees benefit, they are only doing their

jobs? I say they gain power and control of money, people, water, land. And they turn Borrego 

Springs into a park controlled geotourism driven experimental economy to tinker with. It is their

point of view, their truth, their dream for an Anza-Borrego desert utopia: No farms, no golf, no 

non native lower Colorado Desert habitat, no construction dust, no more people living here, 

period, nothing in the park's viewshed but what enhances the park and that is monetized by 

the park for the park's benefit.

    Today our water board is controlled by three retired bureaucrats, an urban planner and a 

transplanted NoCal environmentalist. Nice people, but not friends of a prospering Borrego that 

is economically thriving. They think they are fair minded, middle of the road thinkers that want 

Borrego to prosper as much as anyone else.  They believe they are the stewards, saving Borrego

from the abuse of those that have had legal rights to the water and destroyed the native habit 

for profit. They sleep good in their good fight to rescue the water and land not for themselves 



but for all so that they can manage it better for the good of all tomorrow. Ladies and gents, they

believe they are on a rescue mission. Where I see theft of water and land, they see rescue of 

water and land.

    Borrego Springs is in deep trouble.

    If your truth is the same as the theme of the above articles, same as the water district, same 

as the folks on this rescue mission, then just stick your head back in the sand as your property 

values continue to be destroyed, unnecessarily! 

    Please, if you wish to fight to win, use the chamber as a platform for working together to 

fight back against this takeover of the voice and the direction of Borrego.  Whether it is the 

chamber or other vehicle, you need to invest your time and money in aligning and getting 

messaging out there that changes the course of this dismal narrative. Hire a top pr firm. Put the

most powerful names on the chamber board, or chamber water committee, or something! You 

had a vehicle at one time, the water coalition, but it was held back. I say and said "purposefully, 

by the water district." Maybe there is still enough there to use it in concert with the chamber to

fight. The water coalition does hold four seats on the Borrego GSP AC. Maybe make it a 

committee of the chamber until it gets its own legal status. I dont have the answers. I am just 

telling you that you are not fighting to win, and they are!

    Maybe it is too late. Maybe it doesn't matter. Maybe I am wrong and you have nothing to 

worry about. Maybe you are in good hands. Maybe you have given up.

    I get that some of you are tapped out. You have businesses to run, day jobs, bills to pay, other

passions. etc. You are all worried about who is going to pay for a campaign? Who should pay? 

Who should pay more? Who has the most to benefit? Endless questions, I get it.. Some of you 

have more to contribute to a counter effort to save this valley and with it your investments in it.

Some of you have less. These same questions and concerns have been raised by nations 

working to build and hold alliances together for war. Some gave more some gave less. Again, I 



can't answer this for you. You all have more to give and at stake than me so you figure it out, 

together. I say use the chamber because it is here, it has been here longer than any of you and 

any of them, it stands for commerce, it has a voice and a platform to use, now, right now, ready 

to go. You just have to pick up the mantel, create a battle plan, fund the plan and lead from the 

front, not behind!

    You are all somebodies, and smarter than me. Look what you have each built! My voice is 

marginalized, yours together will not be. You are powerful, you are invested, fight back!

    You are playing by their rules. Why?!?!? You are all innovators, innovate! 

    I don't know if John Doljanin's (West Coast Trees) water park idea for the north of the valley, 

or Bill Berkley's  (Rams Hill) for the south of the valley hold any chance.  But I do so like their out

of the box thinking. I love the level Bill has taken his to. I love that John is fighting back. It gives 

me hope. Maybe one or more of these ideas could be our savior. If John has the keys to some 

water up north, are you going to help him find out? Or are you going to wait until the park 

blocks that avenue for water?

    Could wheeling water here work? Maybe from next door on the south in the other half of our

Borrego Valley groundwater basin, the Ocotillo subbasin that is not defined as being in critical 

overdraft; or maybe from Clark Dry Lake basin to the north (unless the park has finally gained 

complete environmental rights control over it, which is not unlikely). John's is in this second 

basin up north. I looked at those USBR reports, I see the data not being flushed out. The water 

district wanted this off the page.

    Maybe lining up infrastructure to capture water and direct it into our groundwater basin 

when our clouds let loose over our watershed. Yes, our watershed. It may be on park land, but 

we have a human right to that water, more than they have an environmental right to the 

groundwater basin.



    People have wells that are rising, invest in finding out their source of water.  If not from our 

critically overdrafted Borrego subbasin, where, and is there more? What if there is plenty of 

water all around us or deeper under us than in this one little Borrego subbasin we are on top 

of? We kept hearing we were out of oil in America. Surprise, surprise, we have gobs of oil and 

gas. Not surprising at all. Water, here, may be no different. Their models could be off, other 

sources be accessible. Going into 2nd and 3rd aquifers maybe not as big a deal as is being 

made.

    The GSP has to be reviewed every 5 years, make sure it has reversal provisions if water is 

discovered (right, like you are going to get that out of the government... Reversal of 

government power, control and fees, what a laugh). 

    Maybe can't fight it all right now, maybe make it a 5 year plan to turn this around. 

    Our GSP is looking to be first if not one of the first up.  What if the others that follow don't 

end up being as restrictive and limiting as ours? What then, can we fix ours?

    I believe neither the state nor the district will do anything on their own to help find other 

water or even consider data that does not support their water takeover until your water [and 

land] is in their hands.

    Nothing I have read, heard or seen says leaving Borrego's destiny in the hands of the people 

in charge of its water district, and the people in support of the water district's vision for this 

valley that happens to be in support of the park's vision for this valley, and the people that 

wrote our desert conservation plan/community plan...is in Borrego Springs best interests. My 

gosh the smarts and the power you all have together so exceeds the bureaucrats and 

extremists trying to take you out... You have got to fight back.

    You all together need to rise up, speak up and invest in taking back the message. You should 

have been investing in counter messaging all along, but you weren't working together enough.



     Why I feel compelled to scream it out, again, is rather beyond me and rather irrelevant. This 

is not about me. It is about you and your dreams for and investments in Borrego Springs that 

will only diminish more if you do not act in concert with united power and focus. 

    You, with power in your names, need to be in front. Not me, not your seconds or your thirds. 

You with powerful names, your voices need to be heard. You with the names that can cause the

bureaucrats and the press to take notice need to speak up. Those of you that are the leaders, 

the builders, the power holders, YOU need to get out in front of this together! Throw some 

facts, or questions even (that you have facts and/or experts to back up) back at them that they 

can't dismiss and marginalize as they do with the voices of we the powerless without you. 

    The county is not your enemy today. In a few more years of this it will be. The water district 

is. The park is. It doesn't feel good to say it. It is not popular to say it, but the water district and 

the park (i.e., the people that run them) are not friends of a thriving Borrego Springs. But 

remember... they think they are!

    Fight or throw up a white flag, cut your losses short and bail. Just please do not believe 

others are going to do it for you and are looking after your or Borrego's best interests.

    You all came here to build something because you saw something. You saw opportunity. That 

something is still here.  But today they have taken hold of the opportunity SGMA has given 

them to take you out. You are going along with their rules of engagement and you are getting 

killed. No one is after another Palm Springs. But only you can stop the march to a failed dusty 

desert stopover barely getting by "Inside the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park" on a geotourism 

driven economy...with you just walking away, cutting your losses and taking your write offs. 

Yuck!  

    The community plan is up for change as well, due to SGMA. It is bad now, just think where it 

will go. You all let Rudyville be taken out. None of you cared, it wasn't your fight. None of you 

stood up against the bs being spewed. Well they are now emboldened. You have given them 



the edge. But an edge is not a win. A battle is not a war. You are smarter and you are fighting for

you. Learn from what they threw at Rudyville. They will be throwing the same at you.

    I came to the chamber with a deserted and chained up La Casa and a brown crusty Rams Hill, 

with property values solidly in the tank. So much has been gained. But so much more could 

have been if the mostly man enhanced limitations imposed by water, flood, planning & land use

were not so destructive. Limitations lining up to be even  bigger progress squashers if you with 

the power, with the clout with the money don't turn the tide on this narrative. Right now it is a 

runaway train heading full speed ahead to the destruction of this town and your investments 

with it. 

    Maybe you all know something I don't and you can have a good laugh off of this email. That is

fine. Just let me in on the joke so I can rest easier for you that have made Borrego such a great 

place. I still have hope for Borrego to be the place it should be for investing, working, raising a 

family and retiring.

    Oh yeah, while I have your attention, please, please write some dang checks (credit cards 

welcome too) to fund Borrego Days. We use it to market Borrego and have done an awesome 

job FOR YOU and for the town!  Invest in Borrego Days. Do it for yourselves as a business write 

off. Do it for the community as a charitable write off. I have attached a donor form for you to fill 

out and return. I missed giving Tuesday. If you still have year end giving money, PLEASE give! We

need $35,000 to make our goal for this year and to have a reserve to kick off next year. Again, 

please give and give now!

    I am buried. I am one person. I cannot make these asks and keep the wheels turning at the 

same time. I don't have technically competent staff or volunteers to do it for me. Why? Because

my people are old and tired, our job pool here is scarry light, and the talent gets picked off fast 

by those that can pay for their worth. So I am asking you to determine the worth you see 

Borrego Days giving back and and then helping to fund it. This year we had good in kind 



contributions but the cash donations were low. You know if you gave. If you didn't, please do so 

now. If you gave for sponsorship, well you certainly received that value, not give for charity. 

Please!     

    The same with the chamber, we desperately need your time and your money...so we can do 

FOR YOU. We need you on the board, we need you on committees, we need you allocating a bit

of your people's time on your dime to help us deliver FOR YOU. We need your money. We run 

on a shoestring. We have done a heck of a lot on that shoestring. We cannot sustain WITHOUT 

YOU. 

    I cannot stay WITHOUT YOU. I am multitasking at a way too crazy pace.  For some crazy 

reason I fell in love with Borrego and got sucked in. I still believe in Borrego, IN YOU! We can 

make a difference. We can build this community to sustainability. We can lead it to thrive. But 

the chamber cannot do it alone or with the meager resources we operate with. We are being 

attacked from all sides by those that are joined together to take our "VOICE OF COMMERCE" 

down! 

    I have attached a 2019 membership application. Please JOIN US if you are not a member! We 

accept checks and credit cards. If you believe the chamber has value, invest in it FOR YOU! 

    For those of you that are members, your invoices will arrive shortly. In the meantime, sign up 

your other businesses, sign up personally, contribute extra. Some of you may be able to pay 

your dues via the application without waiting for the invoice.

    Get involved. Get your people involved. Get your friends to get involved.

    Consider this our annual appeal too, it is our first in more than a decade. Please return your 

pledges this week for what you would like to contribute to in our needs listed below. General 

donations warmly appreciated and needed. Just send me a reply email that says want you want 

to invest in, get involved in. We need every bit of help you can throw our way FOR YOU! I really 



don't have the time right now to put the proper giving forms together. Dr. Shelden gave us our 

land and our building at the turn of this century because he believed in us. Believe in us today, 

FOR YOU! You write the proper forms or have your people do it. With the investments I am 

asking for and that we need, we could do them ourselves in a timely manner and of proper 

quality. Help us HELP YOU!

 Capital Improvement needs:

    EV Charging Stations (5) replace 100,000 

    Carport with solar panels $65,000

    Signage and branding $60,000 (welcome center monument sign, building, directional)  

    Deferred Maintenance of building and grounds $50,000  

    Website $40,000 (development and first year's maintenance and management, including 

related SEO and social media)

    Office systems (computers, network, phones, POS $5,000

Staffing and pay needs:

    CEO $70,000 p/y plus insurance*

    Administrative Assistant $25,000**

    Bookkeeper $35,000*

    Welcome Center Operations $35,000*

    Membership Development & Services $35,000* **



    Programs and Events $35,000**

    Marketing & Promotions $35,000**

    * partial today

    ** mostly/all by CEO today

Naming rights:

    Building $150,000

    Lobby $50,000

    Conference room 35,000

    Executive office $20,000

    Bookkeeper office $15,000

    Workroom $15000

    Supply room $5000

    Kitchen $5000

    Restroom alcove $5000

    Exterior doors $500

    Interior doors $250

    Windows $100



Thank you!

 Kind regards,

Linda 

Linda Haddock, Executive Director/CEO
Borrego Springs Chamber of Commerce& Visitors' Bureau/CVB


